SPIRITUAL
INSIGHTS

UNRAVEL AN ANCIENT JEWISH WISDOM

A Summer Course with Rabbi Bentzion Kravltz

Part Il - Divine Providence

Experience The Divine in Your Life

1) What is Divine Providence?
Divine providence (Hebrew: nnawn nrv1o - Hashgochoh Protis or Hashgaha Peratit) is
discussed throughout Rabbinic literature, by the classical Jewish philosophers, and by
the tradition of Jewish mysticism, especially the Baal Shem Tov, the founder of the
Chassidic movement. He taught that every event in the universe and every experience in
a person's life, and their every aspect, is specifically guided and determined by the
Divine will.

2) Psalm 33:14

From His dwelling-place He gazes on all YOXD 'Y X nraYin inavit|ionn
the inhabitants of the earth

3) Psalm 37:23

The steps of a man are established by YoN! 9771 43I 1227TYYA NIN'
God, and He delights in his way.
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4) Italian Kabbalist Joseph Ergas (1685-1730)

The Italian Kabbalist Joseph Ergas (1685-1730), in his Shomer Emunim (Preserving Be-
liefs), summarizes what he considers to be the Kabbalistic views on the subject:

“Nothing occurs by accident, without intention and divine providence, as it is written in
Leviticus 26:24

‘Then will | also walk with you in IX"DA DINX 'N'2N1 MZ2 DAY IXTGN 'R

------

hostility (chance) [be-keri].’ ‘DY'MNVN~7Y YY)

You see that even the state of ‘chance’ is attributed to God, for everything proceeds
from Him by reason of special providence.”

5) The Talmud - Berakoth 33b

And Rabbi Hanina said: Everything is in NINI'M YIN DMWY T2 700 X1'2N 20 KNI
the hands of Heaven, except for fear of INIY 'NIR N NN 7RY Ny nKaYy 0y
Heaven, as it is stated: “And now lIsrael, NXY'"7 DX D YN

what does the Lord your God ask of you
other than to fear

6) Psalm 147-8-9

And now, O Israel, what does the “DN ') YRYN XY ' NI N 7R Nyl
LORD your God demand of you? Only N7 177722 NRYY K NinTRK AR
this: to revere the LORD your God, to 72221 12277722 'K NINTNR TAYY) INK
walk only in His paths, to love Him, Y9

and to serve the LORD your God with
all your heart and soul. -
Deuteronomy 10:12

7) Psalm 147-8-9

who covers the heavens with clouds, VN YIXY? 'R0 DA | DY NdNn
provides rain for the earth, makes 127 AANY7 NNN2AY N1 2'¥N DN NMXAN
mountains put forth grass; who gives AN YN 2T

the beasts their food, to the raven’s
brood what they cry for.

8) Isaiah 45:7
| form light and create darkness, | make N VY KiQ1 Di7Y NiYV quin X)iad ik i

peace and create evil— | the LORD do all IR DYV N
these things. Isaiah 45:7
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9) Exodus 3:15

And God said further to Moses, “Thus 12N MIARNTND NN DR TV IR
shall you speak to the Israelites: The 7N DNNAX 'A7X DY'NAX NN NN IR
LORD, the God of your fathers, the God DYVY7 'METNT DMN 1IN QY IR NN
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the AT T7 NIT N7

God of Jacob, has sent me to you: This
shall be My name forever, This My
designation for all eternity.

10) The Wording

11) Leviticus 4:13

If it is the whole community of Israel 70N YN 12T D7 1YY DTV DX
that has erred and the matter is hidden

from the eyes of the congregation, -

Leviticus 4:13

12) Genesis 1:2

the earth being unformed and void, with NI DINN 1977V YNI1NAL 1NN AN YIRD
darkness over the surface of the deep :D'AN 1977V NONIN DN
and a wind (spirit) from God sweeping

over the water
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13) Psalm 119:89

Forever God, Your word stands firm in :D'AYA 2X) 2T NI 0YivY
heaven.

14) Maimonides - Moreh Nevuchim, ch. 18

Divine providence does not rest upon all men equally. The degree of providence
extended to an individual will increase in proportion to his superiority in the
perfection of his human qualities....
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